“Z” LESSON PLAN IDEAS: 
This is an example; feel free to change as needed. Many ideas are listed, choose a few that you would enjoy. Hint: it’s easier to have more planned than needed! ( 

At end of this document are related resources

9:15-9:30
Arrival of children, free play, and/or table activity:

· Color zoo animal coloring pages (save to use later in Zoo Cage Craft)
9:30-10:00
Circle time (welcome children, prayer, introduction of topic)

· Hello song & Prayer

· Introduce new letter – W what sound, Y says /wh/, /wh/ 
· Read Moncure “My XYZ Book” 

· Complete ABC puzzle (put in only letters learned, children can help)

· Show and Tell-mystery bag (Zebra, zipper, etc.)
· Read “Z” Books
· “Zoom” around like cars, jets, rockets!

10:00-10:30
Bathroom and snack time: (Great time to read books while children eat)

10:30-11:15
Songs, finger plays, movement; (ideal time for crafts so paint/glue can dry. Children do alphabet book activities at this time. Also include some time for free play as the children love to explore toys in the classroom!) 
· ABC book craft:
· Zebra puzzle
· Zebra made from footprint (see picture below): trace and cut out footprint (with shoe on) from white paper, glue along with white neck and ears onto another paper (or straight into ABC book), glue googley eyes, children add stripes with black fingerpaint or black markers (teacher can draw pencil lines to follow if children need help with this part).
· Z decorated like a zebra with black stripes, eyes, ears and nose (see pic below)

· Songs: 
· Going to the Zoo Raffi CD
· I Went to the Zoo
Oh I went to the zoo, And what did I see?
I saw a great big tiger, Lookin' at me
He went Raaar, raaar He went Raaar, raaar
He went Raaaar raaar raar, And that's what he said to me 

Oh I went to the zoo, And what did I see?
I saw a great big monkey, Lookin' at me
He went Ooo-ooo-o Ooo-ooo-o, He went Ooo-ooo-o Ooo-ooo-o
He went Ooo-ooo-o Ooo-ooo-o, And that's what she said to me!
· Going to the Zoo
I'm going to the zoo, zoo, zoo
How about you-o-oo?
We're gunna see a monkey (insert any zoo animal here)
At the zoo-o-oo!
· Zebras in a Zoo
Five zebras in a zoo (Wiggle fingers.)
The first one said, I need new shoes (Touch thumb with other hand)
The second said, I do, too (Touch index finger with other hand)
The third one said, My name is Sue (Touch middle finger with other hand)
The fourth one said, It's nice to meet you (Grab ring finger and shake hands with it)
The Fifth one said, How do you do? (Wave with little finger.)
· Stories:
· Curious George Goes to the Zoo
· Zero the Hero by Joan Holub

· Zoomer by Ned Young

· Animal Strike at the Zoo, It’s True by Karma Wilson

· A Sick Day for Amos McGee by Philip C. Stead

· Zero by Katherine Otoshi

· Put Me in the Zoo by Robert Lopshire

*Note: Look for zeros in stories/book being read! 
· Other A crafts/Activities:

· Zoo sign and picture using animal stickers, stencils, etc.
· Zoo cage craft: Glue colored zoo animal to thin cardboard, cut slits on top and bottom of cardboard (1 inch apart), take yarn (starting at the back of your project) and weave it through each slit (creating a cage), tape works well to hold the beginning and ending of the yarn on the back.
· Sensory bin available to “Build a Zoo”: beans, rice, scooping toys, zoo animals, to fences/cages, pop-cycle sticks (to create cages), small containers to be used as food bins/food for the animals, colored felt to serve as grass or water, scissors and paper to create plants or structures within the zoo, let their imaginations fly! 😊 
· Ziplock bag paint: fill ziplock bag with paint and let children explore! Could even mix two colors together.

11:15-11:45
Outside time if weather is nice. Go to available inside space if necessary.
11:45-12:15
Completion of any books, craft activities, stories, or songs. Rest time or video while teachers clean up classroom and gather things to send homeBottom of Form
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